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DESTABILIZATION 
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SUMMARY: CHARGES BY CENTRAL MILITARY REGION COMMANDER HUGO 
DOS SANTOS THAT THE COMMUNISTS ARE SUBVERTING THE ARMED 
PORCES HAVE SPARKED A PCP COUNTEROPPENSIVE. THE PCP HAS 
ASSERTED THAT A CHILEAN-STYLE DESTABILIZATION CAMPAIGN IS 
UNDER WAY, AIDED BY THE PS GOVERNMENT POLICY OP CAPITALIST 
RECOVERY. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE SHIBBOLETH OF DESTABILIZATION: RECENT CHARGES BY 
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CENTRAL MILITARY REGION COMMANDER HUGO DOS SANTOS OP 
STEPPED UP COMMUNIST EPPORTS TO SUBVERT THE ARMED PORCES 
HAVE PROMPTED ASSERTIONS OP RIGHTIST SUBVERSION 
ATTEMPTS BY LISBON MILITARY REGION COMMANDER VASCO 
LOURENCO AND A PCP COUNTEROPPENSIVE. 

- VASCO LOURENCO RAPS THE RIGHT: LISBON MILITARY REGION 
COMMANDER VASCO LOURENCO HAS PUELD THE GROWING CONTROVERSY 
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BY ASSERTING PUBLICLY MAR 2 THAT THE REAL SUBVERSIVE THREAT 
CAME NOT FROM THE LEFT- 

THE PCP OR THE RADICAL LEFT-RUT RATHER FROM RIGHT-WINGERS 
WHO SOUGHT TO TURN BACK THE CLOCK TO THE DAYS PRIOR TO APRIL 
1974. 

- PCP COUNTEROFFENSIVE: THE LEAD EDITORIAL IN THE MAR 3 
EDITION OF COMMUNIST WEEKLY "AVANTE," AFTER ECHOING CUNHAL'S 
DENIALS OF PCP INVOLVEMENT IN SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, ASSERTED 
THAT A CHILEAN-STYLE DESTABILIZATION CAMPAIGN WAS UNDER WAY 
IN PORTUGAL. 

AUTHORS OF THE COMPAIGN, ACCORDING TO "AVANTE," ARE THE 

FORCES OF IMPERIALISM AND INTERNAL REACTION, ABETTED BY 

THE PS GOVERNMENT'S POLICY OF CAPITALIST RECOVERY. TO EMPHASIZE 

THE POINT, A PCP-FRONTING "WOMENS UNITY COMMITTEE" HAS 

BEEN FORMED OSTENSIBLY TO RESIST ANY WOMEN'S MARCHES A LA 

CHILE. 

2. COMMENT: BOTH SANTOS'S CHARGES AND THE PCP RESPONSE ARE 
CALCULATED HYPERBOLE. VASCO LOURENCO'S STATEMENT, ALSO AN 
EXAGGERATION, FANS THE CONTROVERSY WHILE GIVING MORE 
AMMUNITION TO LOURENCO'S CRITICS AMONG THE MILITARY 
"OPERATIONALS." THE PCP HAS NOT GIVEN UP ITS EFFORTS TO 
INFILTRATE THE ARMED FORCES, BUT IT ALSO KNOWS THAT THE DAYS 
OF THE SUV ARE PAST. ONE OF THE CHALLENGES FACING 
THE PCP IN THE MONTHS AHEAD WILL BE TO EXERT SUFFICIENT 
DISCIPLINE ON ITS MILITARY SYMPATHIZERS TO PREVENT THEM 
FROM BEING DRAWN INTO ADVENTURISTIC ACTIONS UNDER PRESSURE 
FROM MORE RADICAL ELEMENTS TO THE PCP' LEFT. 

OKUN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 LISBON 01708 040837Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL MILITARY RELATIONS, POLITICAL STABILITY, ALLEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 03-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LISBON01708 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770074-1171 

Format: TEL 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770397/aaaadhyk.tel 

Line Count: 97 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 81 1338be-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 LISBON 1602, 77 LISBON 6 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3221310 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COMMUNISTS RAISE SPECTER OF CHILEAN-STYLE DESTABILIZATION 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, MILI, PO, PCP, (DOS SANTOS, HUGO), (LOURENCO, VASCO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/81 1 338be-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



